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HiBAT ALLAH AL-BUSIRI

Abu 'J-Kasim, snrnamed also Abu '1-Karam Hibat Allah Ibn Ali Ibn Blasud Ibn
Thabit Ibn Hashim Ibn Ghalib Ibn Thabit al-Ansari al-Khazraji, came of a family
which inhabited al-Monaslir, but was hern in Eg]pi and there he resided.    Al-BA-
stri is the appellation by which lie is generally known (1).    This Mill was we!!
versed in [Arabic] literature; he knew also by heart a number of pieces which had
been transmitted down fiom the ancients and taught some Traditions known only to
himself. He thus formed an intermediate link in the chain by which the doctors who
came after him ^ere connected with those of ancient times, and, in the latter part of
his life, lie held [as G> Iradilionis') a rank in which he had no equal.    The system of
koran-rcadiii'j followed by [he Lufiz as-Silafi [vol. L p. 88) and Ibrahim Ibn Ealim
al-Asadi was taught to him hy Abu Sadik Murshid Ibn Tahya Ibn al-Kasim al-Madini
[a native of Medina and] imdrsi of the Jame 'J-Alik (the ancient mo'que in Old Cairo).
Al-Busiri was the last person .who ever taught Traditions received orally from the
above mentioned Abu Sadik, from Abft '1-Husain Ali Ibn al-Husain Ibn Omar, the
];oran-rcader of Musul, and from ALu Abel Allah Muhammad Ibn Barakat Ibn Ililal
as-?aidi, the grammarian.   Ee delivered also some Traditions on the authority of Abu
Jl-Fath Sultan Ibn Ibrahim Ibn al-Musallam al-Makdisi, and was the last survivor of
all those who taught Traditions which they had learned from the lips of that doctor.
People came from [distant] countries to hear him, and obtained from him a great
quantity of information.    His grandfather, Masud, had removed from al-Monaslir
to Eusir, where he took up his residence, but., when his great abilities became
known to the Egyptian government, he was called down to Old Cairo and appointed
to draw up the official papers in the Correspondence office.    His son Ali, Ihe father
of the Abu '1-Kasim whora is the subject of this article, was born in Old Cairo, in
which city the family resided and had got into notice,    xibu '1-Kasim bore the sur-
name of Saiyid el-Ahl (the chief of the family), but he is belter known as Hibat Allah.
He was born in Old Cairo, A. H. 506 (A. D. 1112-3), or, according to another
statement, on Thursday, the olh of Zu '1-Kaada, 500 (28lh June, A. D. 1107).
He died in that city on the eve of the 2nd of Safar, 598 (1st Nov., A. D. 1201) and